
"We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas & we wish ALL a HAPPY NEW YEAR!

"Happy Birthday" this week to... Chad Puckett-Monday, Dec. 29th

Curtis Majors-Thursday, Jan. 1st

Shirley Hindman-Saturday, Jan. 3rd

"Happy Anniversary" this week to... Dale& Becky Hester-Thurs., Jan. I't (31 yrs.)
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Home Phone Number: 256-332-9937
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FROM THE PASTOR'S PEN:
You and I are living in a world that is rapidly moving toward judgment.

The world is condemned. It is not going to be saved! God's plan for this
dispensation is given to us in Acts 15:13-18. Every person is either part of
the world that is headed for judgment or you have been chosen and/or saved
out of this condemned world (John 15:16-25). You are either a child of God
because of the finished work of Christ or a child of the devil (John 8:44). It

seems that in this old world everything is falling apart, economically,
socially, politically, and yes, even religiously. The stage is being set rapidly
for the anti-Christ to rule. But, I am so thankful and rejoice to know that:

THE FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH SURE!
(II Timothy 2:19)

Satan does not want God's people to rejoice in truth, especially that found
in II Timothy 2: 19. He uses world circumstances as a means of keeping our
hearts and minds from being stayed on spiritual things. Note the admonition
to God's people in Co!. 3:l-4! In II Timothy 2:19, we need to rejoice in:
I. A Word of Comfort!

A. What is it? The comfort is found in the inscription, "The
Lord knoweth them that are His! "

1) Notice that it does not only say that the Lord know
about all who belong to Him, but that he actually
,know them and He has a tender regard for them
because they are His.

2) The Bible teaches the absolute security of God's
people, of those He has made His own by election
(In. 15:16), by His Holy calling (II Tim. 1:9,10), by
the New birth (In. 3:1-18), by the blood-washing of
the Lord Jesus (Rev. 1:5) and by the operation ~ofthe
Holy Spirit (In. 16:7-11) by whom they have been
built into the building of God, the body of Christ.

B. But what about those that fall away? Surely these must be
professors and not possessors!
1) They are in Christendom but not in Christ.
2) They have faith in their heads but not saving faith in

their hearts (Rom. 10:9, 10).
3) They hold the lamp of testimony, but there is no oil

in their lamps (Rom. 8:9).
4) They are tares and not wheat. (II Tim. 3:5). All

who "fall away", or apostatize, were never really of
the true "foundation".

5) They were never really born again and never really
saved (Rom. 9:6; 1 John 2:19).

6) As the Lord looks at the professing church, He knows
those in that Church, in Christendom, who are His.

C. There is great comfort in this truth for the following reasons:
1) Here is the guarantee of His protection (I In. 5:12).

a.) Notice the word "His"-"the Lord knoweth
them that are His. "
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b.) He looks at each member of His Church and
says, "This one--"you" are "mine" (John
10:9-14,28,29).

2) Here is the guarantee of His purpose.
a.) "The Lord knoweth them ... " (Job 23:10;

Heb.7:25).
b.) God is working out His gracious purpose in

the lives of His people. (Phil. 1:6).
3) Here is the guarantee of His provision.

a.) When Jesus was speaking of food, clothing,
shelter, etc. see what He went on to say
(Matt. 6:31-33). '

b.) Our Heavenly Father knows us and knows
all our needs, and He guarantees to provide
all our needs (Phil. 4:19).

II. A Word of Caution!
A. Yes, the word of comfort is followed by a word of caution brought

out in the other inscription on the foundation "let everyone that
nameth the Name of Christ departfrom iniquity:"
1) The thought here is that if a professing Christian gives no

evidence of departing from iniquity there is no evidence
that he is a real Christian at all. (Note the solemn words
of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 7:21-23).

B. Ifwe are really the Lord's people we shall depart from iniquity. If
we are not departing from iniquity-or "standing aloof from it", as
the word really means-there is no evidence that we really are the
Lord's people.
1) Jesus came to save us from our sins (Matt. 1:21).
2) The "iniquity" referred to here includes any transgression

of the commands of Christ.
3) We are to depart from worldliness, impurity,and pride.

C. There three sins are mentioned in II Tim. 2:
1) We are to depart from worldliness.

a.) v. 4 tells us this. What a word this is for us
today! (John 2:15-17).

2) We are to depart from impurity.
a.) v. 22 tells us this, and what a word this is for

today! (II Cor. 7:1; Jude 23).
3) We are to depart from pride.

a.) verses 24 & 25 tell us this. The fIrstmark of a
real Christian is that he is "meek and lowly".
(Matt. 11:29).

D. Beloved, let us rejoice in the word of comfort and respond to the
word of caution.
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